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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
 

 

 

 

 

1.2 Roles and Responsibilities 

1.2.1 Role and Responsibilities of the Developer in an Emergency:  
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1.2.2 Contact Information 
 

Table 25.5.1: Contact details of responsible parties (not exhaustive) 

1.2.3 Offices 
 

Table 25.5.2 Proposed Development Offices 

1.3 Liaison Agreements between the Developer and IRCG 
 

Position Name Telephone Email 

Marine Coordinator Contact details will be added to a future plan iteration. 

Project Manager 

Project Director 

Lead Commissioning 
Manager 

Project Safety, Health and 
Wellbeing  (SHW) Manager 

Environmental Manager 

Owner of the ERCoP 

24hr Emergency Contact 

Office Name Telephone Email 

Construction    

O&M    

Decommissioning    
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• All offshore incidents are, in the first instance, managed by the associated or responsible 
vessels;  

 

• The main contract party and the Developer shall cooperate between themselves and as per 
the directions of the IRCG; and  

• The Developer’s team will take guidance from MGN 654 or any superseding guidance 
released by IRCG prior to consent in terms of requirements regarding shut-down (partial or 
complete) of the wind farm during Search and Rescue (SAR) operations, conducted within 
or passing through the wind farm. 

 

1.4 Liaison arrangements between the Developer and 
Garda Síochána 
 

 

 
1 If the injury means the personnel member is unable to carry out their normal work for more than three consecutive days, 
excluding the day of the accident. 
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2 SAR Information 

2.1 Role of IRCG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• A marine radio distress listening service and broadcast marine safety information and 
weather broadcasts; 

• Coordinate SAR in the maritime domain in the Irish SAR Region; 
• Monitor maritime traffic within our Traffic Separation Schemes (Tuskar/Fastnet); 
• Provide a Marine Assistance Service and respond to vessels in need of assistance and/or 

requesting a Place of Refuge; 
• Monitor the Irish Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and intervene as necessary in maritime 

casualties to prevent or minimise damage to the marine environment;  
• Coordinate the States OPRC regime and in the event of an incident coordinate the at sea 

response to maritime pollution from ships and offshore installations and assist Local 
Authorities in the onshore response; 

• Provide and maintain a marine radio infrastructure;  
• As competent authority for the National Automatic Identification system (AIS), provide a 

Nationwide coverage for AIS, as required by Directive 2002/59 & 2009/17; and 
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• Provide support on request to the Principal Response Agencies2/Principal Emergency 
Services in emergency response. 

 

2.2 SAR Facilities and their Response Capability 
 

 

• The incident exceeds the capability of the Proposed Development resources;  
• If in the opinion of the work/safety boat skipper, or work supervisor, or other person, 

urgent and immediate assistance is required; or 
• It is an event which has occurred to persons or vessels not connected with the Proposed 

Development or its operations. In this event, and where safe and feasible to do so, 
Proposed Development work and safety craft will respond and provide assistance in 
accordance with IMO SOLAS regulations, Chapter V. The emergency incident will be 
reported to IRCG in any case and resources/support will be provided as required 

 

 

 

 

• WTGs to be shut down; 
• The rotation of a nacelle to a specific heading as requested by IRCG; and  
• In the case of a SAR aircraft approaching a WTG, the rotation of the blades to the desired 

orientation. 

2.3 Medical advice/assistance 
 

 

 
2 The principal response agencies are the agencies designated by the government to respond to Major Emergencies, that is, 
An Garda Síochána, the Health Service Executive and the Local Authorities. 
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2.4 Exercises 
 

 

2.5 Unexploded ordnance (UXO) and wreck materials 
 

 

a) The object will not be moved (or removed if it is lodged in dredging buckets, pipes or 
conveyor systems, etc). The situation will be immediately reported to IRCG who will alert the 
relevant military ordnance disposal organisation. All personnel will be evacuated as far as 
practicable away from the UXO. 

b) Further information and advice to mariners on the handling of UXO can be found in Irish 
Marine Notice 03 of 2002.    

 

2.6 Counter pollution 
 

 

 

• Who, what, where, when;  
• Actions taken;  
• Assistance required;  
• Point of Contact for the Proposed Development; and  
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• Any Other Business. 

 

 

3 Support Arrangements 

3.1 Criminal actions and accidents to persons 
 

 

3.2 Informing Next of Kin 
 

 

3.3 HR Arrangements 
 

 

3.4 Media relations 
 

Table 25.5.3: Community Engagement Manager 

Name  Contact details will be added to a future plan 
iteration 

Email   

Phone   
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3.5 Shore reception arrangements 
 

• The location within or nearby the Proposed Development; 
• The origin point of the rescue units; 
• The weather and/or incident conditions and situation; 
• The scale of the incident and its consequences; and 
• If any of the survivors have injuries. 

 

4 Additional Information 

4.1 Overview 
 

4.2 SAR Mission Coordinator (SMC) 
 

 

4.3 The on-scene coordinator (OSC) 
 

 

• According to International Aeronautical and Maritime SAR Manual (IAMSAR), when two or 
more SAR facilities are working together on the same mission, it is sometimes 
advantageous if one person or vessel is assigned to coordinate the activities of all the 
participating units. 

• The SMC designates the OSC, who may be in charge of a SAR Unit (SRU), ship or 
aircraft participating in a search, or someone at another nearby facility able to handle OSC 
duties. 

 

• The amount of SAR training and experience the person may have had;  
• Communications capabilities; and  
• The length of time that the facility on which the OSC is aboard can stay in the search area. 
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• Assume operational coordination of all SAR facilities on scene;  
• Receive and implement the search action plan from the SMC;  
• Modify the search action plan based on prevailing environmental conditions, SRU/SAR 

Facilities availability and capability, new target information and new Developments on 
scene, keeping the SMC advised of any changes to the plan;  

• Establish and maintain communications with all SRUs using the designated on scene 
channels;  

• Provide relevant information to the other SAR facilities;  
• Monitor the performance of other units participating in the search. Coordinate and divert 

surface units or helicopters to evaluate sightings;  
• Develop and implement the rescue plan (when needed); and 
• Coordinate safety of flight issues for SAR Aircraft Coordinator. 
• Information that the SMC needs from the OSC includes: 
• On-scene weather, wind, and sea conditions when significant changes occur, and at least 

every four hours if the SMC has not stipulated a shorter time interval;  
• SRU on scene arrival and departure information, including actual and estimated time;  
• Pertinent new developments or sightings;  
• Major modifications made to the SMC’s SAR action plans, either already taken or 

recommended;  
• Requests for additional assistance;  
• Summary of search areas;  
• Completed with an assessment of the search effectiveness; and  
• Obtain results of search as each facility departs the scene. 

4.4 Search Planning 
 

• Information about tides and water currents;   
• Availability of any wind data from any Proposed Development resources e.g., anemometer 

information and how IRCG can obtain this; and  
• Explanation of the procedures to be carried out by the IRCG, and any information or actions 

required from the operator, in the event of search planning action being required. 

4.5 Suspension / Termination of SAR Action 
 

• SAR resources; 
• OSC; 
• Wind farm operators, personnel or contractors;  
• Third parties; 
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• Other emergency services; and 
• Any other relevant party engaged in the incident. 

4.6 Garda Síochána 
 

4.7 Emergency Services Liaison 
 

5 Project Background and 

Characteristics 

5.1 Project Characteristics 
 

• Number of WTGs that are to be installed or are installed; 
• Description of the WTGs (manufacturers type-name and/or number and power output); 
• WTG dimensions; 
• Height of WTGs including to the blade tips (when blades are in the upright, inverted ‘Y’ 

position and the highest point when one blade is vertical) above mean sea level; 
• Blade diameter and blade markings; 
• Details of transition piece (TP)/tower, lifts available, facilities on TP, cranes, landing 

platforms, restrictions; 
• Details of nacelle design, door opening restrictions, helicopter winching basket/rails, ID 

numbering, aviation lighting, access to and from (e.g. ladders, hatches); 
• Information on offshore substation platforms (OSPs) or similar 

installations/accommodation vessels, dimensions, lighting, helipad restrictions, any 
accommodation, winching areas, hazards; 

• Pictures/diagrams of the WTGs as installed including foundations and TPs; 
• Installation layout with accurate positions marked; 
• SAR access lane centrelines and a shaded area showing the width of the lane; 
• Table of the individual positions (in Latitude and Longitude) of all WTGs and OSPs in the 

field; 
• Spacing between WTGs and OSPs; 
• Text description (table) of each SAR lane centre line direction, SAR access point locations 

and the lengths of each lane (between access points); 
• Description of lighting and marking (including buoyage) during the construction period; 
• How the construction site is to be guarded and monitored during the construction phase; 
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• Description of how WTGs and OSPs are to be lit and marked during the O&M phase; 
• Feathering and braking limitations of WTGs or other limitations for shutdown or rotation of 

devices/units; 
• Wind turbine locking (pinned) limitations – if applicable;  
• Power (export) Cable layouts and Array Area cables including depth of burial, location of 

entry to foundation;  
• Details of advisory safe passing distances; 
• Availability of any real time weather information including a web URL and password 

information, if required; and 
• Any other useful information deemed of relevance or requested for inclusion by IRCG. 

5.2 Construction Activities 
 

• Seabed Preparation Activities including potential UXO and boulder clearance, and Pre-lay 
Grapnel Runs; 

• Deployment of construction buoyage and temporary lighting on structures as directed by 
Irish lights; 

• Landfall Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD)/direct pipe works; 
• Foundations Installation; 
• Offshore Substation Installation and commissioning; 
• Offshore Export Cables Installation; 
• Inter-Array Cables Installation; 
• WTG Installation; 
• WTG Commissioning; and 
• Completions and snagging. 

 

5.3 Infrastructure Details 
 

5.4 Emergency Response 
 

• Lifesaving apparatus (e.g., stretcher, lifejackets, survival suits); 
• Survival kits  
• Descender capability, numbers of personnel required to operate equipment, restrictions 

(e.g., wind direction, TP platform, lowering to vessel/sea); 
• Personal Locator Beacons and personal handheld distress flairs; and 
• Tagline Kit  
• First aid capabilities. 
• Fire extinguishers and blankets  

 



  

 

Volume III, Appendix 25.5, Emergency Response Cooperation Plan   12 

• Defibrillator in case of electrical accidents or cardiac arrest; 
• Thermal Protective Aids (TPAs) in case of hypothermia; 
• Spill response kits; 
• Survival kits; and 
• Stretcher. 

5.5 Emergency shutdown procedures and processes 
 

 

5.6 Vessels/installations on site during construction 
 

• Main Installation Vessels (Jack-up Barge/Dynamic Positioning vessel); 
• Support vessels (Service Operations Vessel (SOV) / Walk-to-Work / Commissioning Jack-

Up Vessels (JUVs)); 
• Tug/Anchor Handlers; 
• Cable Installation Vessels; 
• Guard Vessels; 
• Survey Vessels; 
• CTVs; 
• Scour/Cable Protection Installation Vessels; 
• Pre-installation boulder removal/clearing vessels; 
• Sandwave clearance vessel; and 
• UXO clearance vessel. 

5.7 Airborne Activities 
 

5.8 Locating aids used by personnel or vessels working at 
the site 
 

• Type(s) of beacon/devices to be used; 
• Frequencies/channels that devices operate on; 
• Procedures for homing to/locating the devices when transmitting; 
• Outline procedures briefed to personnel for use of the devices; and 
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• How the beacons are registered and emergency contact arrangements. 
 

 

5.9 Electronic surveillance and monitoring systems 
 

Table 25.5.4: Operational Technology Systems Supporting SAR – Operational Phase  

SAR Area  OT System SAR Role 

Onshore 
and 
Offshore 
Substations  

Transmission Supervisory 
Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA)  

Shut down (and monitoring) of plant in case of 
emergency from the onshore control room.  

Closed Circuit Television 
(CCTV) / Wi-Fi/Telephones 

External/internal coverage of the areas to the 
onshore control room – occupied areas only. 

Marking (OSP Only): ID signage, search and rescue lighting and heli-
hoist lighting. 

 Locator Beacons (refer to 
section 5.8) 

Locator beacons will be installed in life rafts and 
may be provided to personnel to alert rescuers of 
their locations in a man overboard scenario.   

WTG 
Tower & 
Nacelle 

WTG SCADA  Shut down, SAR mode (and monitoring) of WTG in 
case of emergency from onshore control room. 

 Wi-Fi/Telephones External/internal coverage of the areas to the 
onshore control room – occupied areas only.  
Personnel digital mobile radios under investigation 
to provide 100% coverage.  

 Marking.  AIS, ID signage, SAR lighting and heli-hoist 
lighting. 

WTG 
Foundation 

Balance Of Plant (BOP) 
SCADA 

Shut down of 66kV switchgear plant in case of 
emergency from onshore control room. Note the 
66kVswitchgear - may be located in WTG tower.  

Navigational Aids SCADA Provision and operation of the marine lighting and 
boat landing lighting in case of emergency from 
onshore control room. 
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SAR Area  OT System SAR Role 

Wi-Fi/Telephones No coverage of the external working platforms and 
transition piece  

Marking.  Automatic Identification System, ID signage, 
marine lighting.  

External 
Locations 
(Cable 
Routes and 
WTG Field 
Area) 

Marine Control System – 
Permanent  

 

Tracks vessels, aircraft and personnel movement 
within the windfarm boundary utilising AIS, 
Automatic Dependent Surveillance–Broadcast and 
receivers in the onshore control room.  

Marine CCTV System CCTV system providing coverage of the WTG field 
with CCTV cameras installed on the WTG 
foundation providing field and WTG coverage. 

Very High Frequency (VHF)  Emergency VHF comms to vessels and aircraft 
from the onshore control room 

Digital Mobile Radios (for 
Personnel) 

Voice comms between the control room and all 
personnel out in the field (cable route and field) 
with DMR handsets personnel tracking location on 
a mimic screen. 

Weather Stations (TBC)  Monitor weather conditions for forecasting, marine 
management 

Long Term Evolution System  Private internet access in the WTG field and cable 
route for construction and O&M personnel to 
provide data and VOIP in an emergency.  

Table 25.5.5: OT Systems Supporting SAR – Construction Phase 

SAR Area  OT System SAR Role 

Offshore 
Substations/WTGs/WTG 
Foundations   

Markings Temporary lighting and marking on 
all structures. 

External Locations 
(Cable Routes and WTG 
Field Area) 

Marine Control System – 
Temp  

 

Tracks vessels, aircraft and personnel 
movement within the windfarm boundary 
utilising AIS, ADSB and DMR receivers in 
the onshore control room from onshore 
masts.  

VHF  Emergency VHF comms to vessels and 
aircraft from the onshore control room 
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SAR Area  OT System SAR Role 

Digital Mobile Radios Voice comms between the control room 
and all personnel out in the field with DMR 
handsets personnel tracking location on a 
mimic screen. 

Wave Buoys  Construction areas,  

5.10 Radio Communications  
 

• VHF Radio System – A VHF radio system will be deployed during the project construction 
phase to establish communication with both project and non-project marine and aviation 
crafts. This system will be primarily used for emergency response purposes and will be 
operated from the marine control room. 

• Personnel Mobile Radios – All project personnel working offshore will be equipped with 
mobile radios. These radios will serve multiple purposes, including inter-party 
communications, communication with the onshore marine coordinator for work and 
emergency situations, and personnel tracking through GPS on the marine control system. 
The mobile radios will enable efficient coordination and ensure the safety of the personnel 
involved in the project.  

• AIS Aerials - AIS aerials receive AIS signals from all vessels (transmitting) for location 
tracking on the marine coordination system.  

• ADSB Aerials - ADSB aerials receive ADSB signals from all aircraft (transmitting) for 
location tracking on the marine coordination system. 

 

 

5.11 Maintenance and Work Operations 
 

Table 25.5.6: Potential O&M Activities 

Component Potential Activities (not exhaustive) 

Foundations (WTG) Routine Inspections  
Geophysical surveys 
Repairs and replacements of navigational equipment 
Removal of marine growth 
Removal of guano 
Replacement of corrosion protection anodes  
Painting 
Replacement or modifications of ancillary structures (if required)  
Scour protection repair and maintenance 
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Component Potential Activities (not exhaustive) 

Modifications to/replacement of J-tubes 

WTGs Routine inspections  
Replacement of consumables 
Removal of marine growth/guano 
Minor repairs and replacements within the WTG 
Major component replacement 
Painting 

Foundations (OSP) Routine Inspections  
Geophysical surveys 
Repairs and replacements of navigational equipment 
Removal of marine growth 
Removal of guano 
Replacement of corrosion protection anodes  
Painting 
Replacement or modifications of ancillary structures (if required)  
Scour protection repair and maintenance 
Modifications to/replacement of J-tubes boat landings and access ladders 

OSP Routine inspections  
Replacement of consumables and minor components. 
Major component replacement 
Painting 

Inter-Array Cables Routine inspections 
Geophysical surveys 
Inter-array cable repair 
Inter-array cable maintenance 

Interconnector 
Cables 

Routine inspections 
Geophysical surveys 
Interconnector cable repair 
Interconnector cable maintenance 

Export Cables Routine inspections 
Geophysical surveys 
Offshore export cable repair  
Offshore export cable maintenance 

5.12 Diving Operations 
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5.13 Firefighting, Chemical hazards, Trapped Persons, etc 
 

5.14 Marine Rescue Centre Contact Information 
 

5.15 Garda Síochána Contact Information 
 

6 Emergency Action Card 

 


